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You need numbers to do the math 
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OCANDS Methodology 

Data Extraction 

• 5 information systems: Coyote, Penlieu, Matrix, AS400, Cognos 

• Extract specifications 

• Integrity tests 

• Extract, Transform, and Load (ETL) tool to produce series of  tables linked by common identifiers 

Data 

Harmonization 

• Agency Data Dictionaries 

• Mapping the agency data dictionary codes and labels to OCANDS categories 

• Integrate across agencies 

• Verify Harmonizing with each agency to ensure accurate interpretation 
 

Website 
Mapping 

• Mapped data uploaded to the live database (www.ocands.org) 

• PIs computed using PHP, MySQL and FreeForm technology according to the Technical Guide 

• Validate PIs with Steering Committee representatives from Coyote, Penlieu, Matrix, AS400, Cognos 
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Build on current systems to make 

them more useful 
Rules for Building 

 Useful at all levels – helps you do your job 

 Intuitive (web surfing) 

 Open source 

 Secure 

 Flexible structure that can be built on 

 Modular - produce usable components as you go 

 Tested in action – creates buy-in 

 Unit record, event level 

 Build elements necessary for reports – don’t just build reports 

 Innovative thinking – push the limits – be creative 

 Quick wins – build on these 
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